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- Beautiful Peru, near Arequipa (see page 136) 


‘TRANSLATION 


Items of Interest 


For W ounded Men 


eet U. S. Naval Hospital in Philadelphia, 
Chaplain A. M. Witwer writes: 


I have one hundred copies of Navy ‘Testaments re- 
maining from the shipment of five hundred you sent to 
me in February. Rather than see the remaining supply 
run out, I am making this request for a new shipment 
of five hundred New Testaments. 

During the past eighteen months I have personally 
distributed about twenty-five hundred Army and Navy 
Testaments to the men. We have one thousand patients 
on our roster, with buildings erected aft the hospital to 
care for another thousand. We are receiving quite a 
number of “wounded from this war.” I am standing by, 
seeing that each patient has a copy of the Word. Men 
who have been in combat are very religious. One young 
man continued praying after the chaplain’s prayer; he 
prayed for the welfare of his shipmates, the corpsmen, 
doctors, and chaplain. 


From Germany 


OLIVIER BEGUIN, the Society’s agent in 
¢ Geneva, Switzerland, writes in June: 


Your Russian Gospels and New Testaments arrive 
steadily since about six weeks ago. We are studying new 
possibilities for a more extensive distribution of Russian 
Scriptures. Last week, the 
Polish chaplain mentioned 
in our letter of April 8 
acknowledged receipt of 
the new bulk of thirteen 


Q Praver for Translators 


of the overseas work of the Netherlands Bible Society, 
the people of the Dutch West Indies were cut off 
from their source for Scriptures in the Papiamento 
language, a dialect of Spanish spoken by the Negro 
population of Curagao, As in many other instances 
since the war began, the American Bible Society 
stepped into the breach, prepared a badly needed 
revision of St. John in Papiamento, and published 
10,000 copies, some of which have been shipped to 
the islands. 

In a recent letter, Mrs. R. H. Ekstedt, the wife of 
the principal reviser of the text, wrote: 


We were so very pleased to get the sample copies of the 
Gospel of John in the Papiamento language. We felt very 
well repaid for all the hard work put in on it when we 
saw the finished product. We want to say that they are 
beautiful, and very well done, and easily read. We are 
proud of your work; and we know they will be attractive 
to the native people of the islands of Curacao, Aruba, 
and Bonaire. We pray they may be used by the Spirit of 
God to win souls to Christ. 


Pray for Italian Prisoners 


{Fhe sae Uganda, Africa, comes this information and 
request dated July 5, 1942, a direct result of the 
far-reaching work of the Society’s War Emergency 
program. 

The secretary of the 
British and Foreign Bible 
Society, Capetown, has 


parcels sent to him on 
April 14. All these Scrip- 
tures were distributed at 
once. A French chaplain 
asked the other day for 
Russian copies of the New 
Testament. I infer from 
this that he is by some 
means in contact with 
Russians. 


So far there have been 
shipped from this coun- 
try to M. Béguin for dis- 
tribution to Russian 
prisoners of war in Ger- 
many, 13,103 Testaments 
and Psalms and 165,500 
Gospel portions. 


Papiamento 
ITH the subjuga- 
tion of Holland and 
the consequent cessation 


By Epwin W. SMITH 


O GRACIOUS and most merciful Father, who hast 
vouchsafed us the rich and precious jewel of thy 
holy Word, give, we beseech thee, thy blessing to all 
who seek to spread that Word among the children 
of men. Come as the Spirit of courage and en- 
lightenment to those who use pen and press in thy 
service. Raise within thy church gifted men and 
women, who shall devote their lives to the putting 
of thy Word into the manifold tongues of mankind. 
I]lumine their understanding in the study of the 
Scriptures; guide them in the deep things of thy 
heavenly wisdom; grant unto them skill and dis- 
cernment and patience in the mastery of languages, 
so as rightly to interpret thy message to mind and 
heart. By the outpouring of thy Spirit, prepare the 
peoples to receive thy truth. Let thy benison be upon 
all translators and revisers and printers of the Scrip- 
tures. Accompany with thy blessing every copy that 
is distributed; and upon distributors and preachers 
and teachers bestow thy favor. 

O Lerd our God, with whom is the fountain of 
life, and in whose Light we see light, hasten the time 
when they shall no more teach every man his neigh- 
bor, and every man his brother, saying: ‘Know the 
Lord”; for all shall know thee from the least to the 
greatest. So let thy kingdom come, and thy will be 


done on earth; through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 
Amen. 


just sent me 75 New Testa- 
ments and 200 Gospels in 
Italian for distribution to 
Italian prisoners of war in 
this country, and I am glad 
of the privilege of being 
able to pass them on to 
these people. Only this 
afternoon I was able per- 
sonally to place one each 
of the New Testaments in 
the hands of Italian motor 
mechanics (P.O.W.). They 
seemed most pleased to re- 
ceive them. I was only 
sorry that, not knowing 
their language and lacking 
a competent interpreter, I 
could not tel! them more 
of the purpose of the Word 
of God; but I showed them 
the last two verses of the 
goth chapter of John’s 
Gospel and other texts, 
and got them to read them. 
(Continued on page 143) 
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Frank H. Mann Returns 


RANK H. MANN has been ac- 

tive in the work of the American 

Bible Society since 1919, when 
he was elected a General Secretary, 
serving till 1924. Since that time he 
has served continuously on the Board 
of Managers or,as an active Vice Pres- 
ident. During his former period as 
General Secretary, Mr. Mann reor- 
ganized the Society’s Ways and Means Depart- 
ment, and appeared before many church 
bodies on behalf of the Society. 

In the eighteen years of his voluntary serv- 
ice since 1924, he has been an active member 
of the Finance Committee, serving as its chair- 
man during the last seven years. He was also 
during that period a member, and in some 
cases chairman, of every important special 
committee appointed by the Board, including 
the committee on the commemoration of the 
gooth anniversary of the printed English 
Bible, the committee on the reorganization of 
the Society’s work in 1935, the committee on 
the purchase of a new Bible House, and the 
committee on the 125th anniversary of the 
founding of the Society. There is no other 
man in the United States so well equipped to 
step into one of the Society’s major secretarial 
positions as is Frank H. Mann. 

Until the return of Secretary Cropp, 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


Frank H. Mann 


Mr. Mann will take over the duties 
for which Dr. Cropp was responsible 
at the time of his departure last 
February: namely, the cultivation of 
the Society’s support by the churches 
and the supervision of Scripture dis- 
tribution in the United States. 

During the Civil and First World 
Wars, the Society’s work expanded 
greatly, and in neither case did it recede after 
the war was over. ‘There is every evidence 
that again during this war, which is affecting 
Bible Society operations all over the world to 
a far greater extent than any former conflict, 
the field of service for the American Bible 
Society will be enlarged; so that when 
Dr.. Cropp returns, there will {be need 
for his active service in addition to that of 
Mr. Mann. 

The new General Secretary is a layman, a 
Presbyterian, and the vigorous superintendent 
of the Sunday school of the Rye Presbyterian 
Church, Rye, New York, where for the past 
two years the curriculum has been completely 
overhauled to provide for a strictly Bible- 
centered course of study in all the grades. 

Mr. Mann was present at the biennial con- 
ference of the Home Secretaries in September, 
and assumed his active duties at the Bible 
House on October 1. 


Isaiah 52:7 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace; that 
bringeth good tidings of good, that 
publisheth salvation; that saith unto 
Zion, Thy God reigneth! 


The Log of a Bible Coach 


Which reveals the hardships and the joys that make up the life of the 
colporteurs who brave the high cordilleras of Peru to carry the Word of 
God to people whom the rest of the world forgets 


By John Ritchie 


there will be undreamed-of progress in these 

aspiring sister nations on which the Southern 
Cross looks down. ‘This story is confined to the 
single Republic of Peru, the area of which is almost 
exactly twice that of Texas, and its population of 
7,023,111 in 1940 only a little larger than that of 
Texas. 

During the last ten years, there has been exten- 
sive roadbuilding in Peru—which has opened up a 
great part of the territory formerly accessible only 
by bridle paths. The Evangelical Union of South 
America has taken advantage of this improvement 
to put a caravan on the roads for colportage and 
evangelism. For several months the Bible coach was 
operated with the cooperation of the American Bible 
Society, one of its most experienced colporteurs trav- 
eling along with the missionary in charge. 

The work of this coach has been very successful, 
and has accomplished some surprising and hearten- 
ing ministry. Whereas the buses stop only in the im- 
portant centers, the coach stopped at every house, 
road camp, farm, and mine along the way. Thus 
the people who live the quieter life of the country- 
side, and who are not overwhelmed by excitements, 
have been reached with the Scriptures and with 
Christian ministry. “The response has been most 
gratifying. To their great delight, the workers have 
found people who had attended evangelical services, 
adherents and communicant members of evangelical 
churches, in places where no one had expected to find 
them. In one place in the jungle country, they 
found five different families, all keenly evangelical, 
but none knowing of the other. ‘This settlement 
was recently opened up and populated, and these 
families from different regions had been connected 
with four different evangelical missions. 

Away on the lonely puna, on the roof of the 
world, the coach visited an extensive sheep farm 
managed by a kindly Scotsman. The shepherds who 
tend its 45,000 sheep come into the administration 
building on certain appointed days, to render ac- 
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count of their flocks, receive their wages, and ob- 
tain supplies. It was on such a day that the Bible 
coach arrived, and these lonely shepherds, who live 
in the great silence, heard the gospel message and 
took away the printed Word, back to their families. 

But let the log of the Bible coach tell its own 
story of these rewarding days. 

Sunday, September 14: Getting away in good 
time, we made in the direction of Tarma. After 
passing the cordillera, we began to find signs of civili- 
zation again, and gave out tracts. 

Then, in a little village called Ayabamba, we saw 
a group of young fellows playing football, and got 
out the picture rolls, Bibles, and everything. Round 
they all gathered to listen to Mesias telling of the 
life of Christ and the way of salvation; after which 
they bought between them two New Testaments and 
a number of Gospels. Further on, in an isolated ham- 
let, more work was done, and the Scriptures were 
placed in the hands of folk who had never heard of 
or seen such things before. 

Tuesday, September 16: We made for Tapo up 
what must be one of Peru’s most difficult roads. 
Happily, it was only a distance of four or five miles; 
but each way took over half an hour. There were 
four hairpin bends, only negotiated by reversing 
and going forward until the car was facing up the 
other direction; and at each of these bends a yawn- 
ing precipice awaited one’s slightest misjudgment. 
I did hope that we would not meet anyone coming 
in the opposite direction, but the worst happened. 
It took some maneuvering, with a stone behind the 
wheel to stop the car from toppling over the edge; 
but eventually we got by. 

Tapo is a village of fair size, and one where there 
is some interest in the gospel. Mesias and I sought 
out the mayor, secured his permission (readily 
granted) to proceed, and while Mesias visited the 
houses with his Bibles and Testaments, I spent the 
rest of the morning preaching from the back of the 
Bible coach to varying crowds, and giving out tracts. 
Contact was also made with the village schoolmasters 
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before we started out for the perilous descent. 

Wednesday, September 17: This life is positively 
exhausting. We got up tired, and decided to try 
and make an easier day of it. Staying over in the 
same village, Mesias did some colportage, while I 
saw to a number of little jobs that needed doing with 
the car. Later on we proceeded to Tarma for the 
night, where another meeting was held with the 
brethren, who, here as everywhere, have been very 
kind to us. 

Monday, October 6: Setting out from Hudnuco, 
we traveled down the valley toward the forest, stop- 
ping at each home as we went. The Scriptures were 
bought readily at the hacienda Villa Maria. We 
pulled in to an empty piece of land there, in order to 
eat our midday meal, and two people actually came 
out to the caravan to buy New Testaments. 

Our journey came to an end at 10:10 p.m., 113 
kilometers in from Huanuco, when we found the 
road blocked by a fallen tree. The caravan carries a 
saw, the biggest-sized carpenter’s tool, but it would 
have looked like a toy across that trunk. Anyhow, 
I was too exhausted to bother; so we turned in with- 
out any more delay than was necessary to take off 
our sticky things, and thank God for a good caravan 
to sleep in. I had been too tired to spray the inside, 
but we did not hear or feel a single mosquito. Our 
gratitude for the netted windows was no mere lip 
service. 

Tuesday, October 7: From here on we just trav- 
eled from clearing to clearing, visiting the homes of 
the settlers. Each had his story to tell of a hard 
fight to clear the land of jungle growth. As the gov- 
ernment had granted to one company the conces- 
sion of handling the timber, none could sell freely, 
but all had to deal with this firm. ‘This meant that 
they scarcely received an adequate return for the 
felling of the trees. 
got through, so there had been no facilities for trans- 
porting their logs. Then, as their plantations are 
but young, they are not yielding income. However, 
in spite of much poverty, squalor, and ignorance, we 
had many a helpful conversation, and solid several 
copies of the New Testament and other Scriptures. 
Fortunately, we carried an ample stock of good tracts 
and Scripture booklets for free distribution, so that 
we did not have to pass any by without leaving 
something of the Word of God. 

Eventually, we reached the growing village of 
Tingo Maria, which is the trading post of the region. 
As money circulates a little more freely at a point 
like this, where men bring out the fruits of their 
labor and exchange them for the necessities of life, 
one would think that it would be easier to sell the 
Scriptures here. It is just the reverse. Drink flows 
far too freely, and those who would have bought 
the Scriptures were frightened off by the sneer or the 
mockery of a companion. The one who would buy 
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Again, the road had not long: 


a Bible in his own isolated hut, spending his last 
cent to obtain it (as happened in one case yesterday), 
will not do it here, even though he has money in his 
pocket. ‘Truly, the atmosphere is hard in outposts 
like this. 

We drew up at a camp of the repair gang on this 
section of the road just as evening came, so we de- 
cided to spend the night there. We found the fore- 
man a very appreciative type of man, glad to have 
something to read in this isolated spot. Tracts were 
received eagerly by all the men, and it was lovely to 
see them all sitting around reading them, some do- 
ing it out loud for the benefit of others who could 
not read. As a result, several portions of the Scrip- 
tures and other Gospels were sold before we went 
to bed. 

Thursday, October 9: We awoke to the tune of 
a tropical downpour playing on our roof. Instinc- 
tively, we cast an apprehensive look upward to see 
if it was coming through. The whole of the roof 
and the upper sides of the caravan had been so badly 
scraped by branches and overhanging rocks, that 
there is no guttering left, and we had apprehended 
further damage. 


BS 


The Bible coach at 15,000 feet elevation in Peru 


We feared that the rain might prevent colportage, 
so set about a number of jobs which had accumulated 
while we had been traveling. When we had finished 
these, and felt that we simply dared not wait any 
longer, we just put our plight into God’s hands, and 
went along. We had not gone far before we saw a 
hut, and pulled up alongside it. A road repair gang 
had taken refuge in it from the rain. It soon trans- 
pired that every man except one had heard the 
gospel before, mostly through one of Miss Soper’s 
evangelists in Saposoa. We felt free to speak very 
plainly to these men, especially as the rain gave them 
plenty of time to listen. ‘Two of them in particular 
looked such fine young men, that I coveted them for 
the Lord. They had only been there one month, 
and one yearned that they should accept the Saviour 
who could keep them from dropping into the evil 
ways of sinful men in these remote places. If ever 
we held a gospel service, it was now. Before we left, 
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every man bought the Scriptures; two took Bibles, 
two or three took New Testaments, and the rest took 
Gospels. 

And so, as we went on, we found that the rain 
was a blessing in disguise. No work was possible; 
so we could stop at cabin after cabin and find the 
man at home. Senor Mesias said that it was his 
record day of sales of New Testaments in Peru dur- 
ing his eight years of colportage work. 

Friday, October zo: Landslide after landslide 
was cleared before us, until we finally came to a full 
stop not far from Hudnuco. Here, we were face to 
face with an obstacle which might not be cleared for 
many a day. So, learning that there was a fair-sized 
road gang at work some two or three kilometers 
further on, Senor Mesias picked up his bag, and 
clambered on. I admired his courage in that ap- 
palling heat. 

I was given to understand that there are some 
two hundred kilometers more of forest to be trav- 
ersed before the road reaches Pucalpa on the navi- 
gable headwaters of the Amazon. When that is 
achieved, and by far the hardest section has been 
done, Peru will have a practicable alternative route 
to the Atlantic, avoiding the use of the Panama 
Canal when required, and shortening the Atlantic 
crossing from Lima to Europe. Apart from any 
such benefits as that, this road is opening up a vast 
new area of territory for development. 

As far as I can make out, the road follows a route 
hitherto unused. Human beings made no tracks in 
this section of the immense forest. But now, follow- 
ing the opening road and taking up the lots offered 
by the government, are settlers from all parts. If 
only tropical diseases are fought successfully, this 
may well prove to be the area of quickest, immediate 
development in Peru. Maize grows to an incredible 
height in rudimentary cleared land. Other things 
develop in similar goliathlike proportions. ‘Tingo 
Maria, which is at present but a trading post, may 
easily become the capital of a new province within 
the next few years. 

Colportage, this time, has been largely confined 
to workers on the road; but we visited the settlers 


just as faithfully. We have tried to make friends 
with them in their poverty, and it should be easier 
to visit them again when they are seeing some fruit 
for their labors. ‘There has been a wide distribution 
of tracts, as we have endeavored to leave the printed 
messenger with all. These have not only been ap- 
preciated, but are likely to be read more than once, 
as no other reading matter is available out here. 
They may also be pasted on the wall of the hut, as 
is not uncommon. 

Saturday, October 18: Heavy rains made work 
exceedingly difficult today. At the same time, mos- 
quito bites on Senor Mesias’ legs, which had become 
infected in Hudnuco, were now developing into fes- 
tering sores, and increasingly hampered him. We 
only covered twelve kilometers, visiting each house 
en route. The one bright spot during the day was 
when the rain held off for a few minutes at noon and 
we came across a group of workers eating their lunch. 
They listened intently to the gospel, and bought the 
Scriptures afterwards. 

Monday, October 27: Some enterprising spirit 
had pulled out the valves, so that I had two flat tires. 
I wonder if you can imagine what it 1s like to pump 
up tires of 55-lb. pressure at over 13,000 feet above 
sea level. This was one of the rare and brief oc- 
casions on which the caravan has been left without 
someone watching it. Even when we have been in- 
side it, damage has been done to it. And one day 
when Senor Mesias and I were fully occupied with 
people in the front of the caravan, the rear reflector 
was wrenched off. 

When I saw Senor Mesias that evening, I found 
that the mosquito and other insect bites which had 
become infected, were in such a bad state as to de- 
mand rest from active work, and proper medical 
attention. It was clear that this journey would now 
have to come to a finish. 

Tuesday, October 28: After breakfast and family 
worship with the presiding elder in Oroya, con- 
versation with the brethren in Sacracancha and 
Morococha en route, I brought the caravan back to 
Lima, glad to be back home again for a while. 


HE following letter was received on September 
first through the Foreign Missions Conference 
of North America. It contains the first in- 
formation that has come through from Peiping or 
North China since America entered the war or for 
several months earlier, The writer is Mr. Willy 
Rudolph, a Norwegian missionary, who has been 
acting for the China Bible House while Mr. Toop 
has been on furlough. China’s eagerness for the 
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Peiping Carries On 


Scriptures holds a lively hope that, even under the 
present difficulties, marked progress may be made. 


Dear Friends: 


Peiping Bible House is carrying on. December 8, 1941, 
will be remembered as the day when the Bible House 
entrances were sealed up and the house inspected by 
Japanese military police. We were allowed to have one 
entrance open, and we chose the shop entrance, hoping to 
sell Bibles if possible. Chinese policemen were on guard 
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until December 20, when all seals were removed, and 
the policemen left, after receiving a pocket Testament 
each. On December 31 all our twenty-three colporteurs 
were asked to return to civil life in accordance with in- 
structions from field head office in Shanghai. The col- 
porteurs need your prayers, as many are having difficulty 
in securing suitable employment after so many years in 
colportage work. The colporteur superintendent was re- 
moved from the payroll on February 28, 1942. On March 
14 British and American mission societies’ representatives 
were called in by the Special Affairs Bureau of the Japa- 
nese Army. After long discussions, all mission property, 
except missionary residences, was turned over to the 
Chinese Christian Church pending the approval of home 
boards. We were not called in on that date; but on March 
20 it was demanded of us also that we transfer all our 
property to the Chinese—in our case the China Bible 
House. (This is presumably the Peiping Bible Society 
founded as part of the movement toward a national 
society which the. American and British Societies have 
been fostering—Editor.) The executive committee of the 
China Bible Society met and voiced its willingness to take 
over. Since the field has no authority to transfer property, 
we have prepared the necessary papers, but the transfer 
will be made conditional on the approval of the American 
Bible Society, New York. This is the only way open to 
continued Bible Society work. The China Bible House, 
Shanghai, represented by Pastor Yu and Mr. Hudspeth, 
has been kept informed of proceedings here. By the end 
of May the final signing of transfer documents will take 
place, and the China Bible Society will assume responsi- 
bility for the property as well as for the work. The posi- 
tion of the acting secretary—acting for Rev. J. J. Toop 
who is in Canada on furlough—is to be decided when 
the transfer has taken place. Tientsin Bible House will 
be taken over by the local China Bible Society there, after 
the pattern of Peiping Bible House. 

It is only just to add that the local Japanese authorities 
have treated us—that is, our work as well as the staff—in a 
very considerate manner. No secret is made, however, of 
their desire to terminate Western influence and replace it 
with their own, in the educational as well as the spiritual 


Peiping Bible House 


sphere, to say nothing about other fields of interest to the 
Island Empire. 

Peiping Bible House meeting hall has for months been 
the meeting place of Peiping missionaries, who, in in- 
creasing numbers, have met on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
for prayer and Bible study. Practically all missions have 
been represented by some of their missionaries. A new 
spirit of unity has emerged in the wake of the common 
experience of new difficulties, There is hunger in the 
land for the Word of God. These Bible House prayer 
and Bible-study meetings have had the consent of the 
military authorities, and have become a real blessing to 
many. 

As for sales, a marked drop occurred after the departure 
of so many missionaries last year; and after the war broke 
out, the sales have quite naturally decreased. In spite 
of all, however, the past twelve months have seen almost 
400,000 copies pass through the Peiping Bible House; of 
these 5,121 are Bibles and 3,464 New Testaments. With 
regard to the future of the work of printing and distri- 
bution of the Scriptures, the hope seems to lie in a 
spiritual awakening in the Chinese Christian Church. 
Circumstances have deprived the church of foreign finan- 
cial help as well as of foreign leadership. Shall we not 
believe that God, in his grace, will make the Chinese 
Christians rise to the occasion, and fulfill the hopes we 
have in them? If they do, the work of the Bible Society 
will gain and not suffer through the changes which are 
bound to take place. 


Developing the Science of Translation 


The story in picture and paragraph of the ninth annual session of the 
Summer Institute of Linguistics by its director 


By Eugene A. Nida : 


Working on intricate grammatical problems in the 
study of an aboriginal tongue 


[:lawahota: yiwahinisposithik.” 
“And just what does that mean, Miss 
Mesqwatt?” one of the group asks the in- 
formant, who is a full-blooded Shawnee girl from 
Little Axe, Oklahoma. 
“Oh, that just means ‘their cats.’ 
“Are you sure that is all it means? That is quite 
a long expression for something which is so simply 


said in English.” 
And then begin further questions to find out just 
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what the various parts of this expression mean. 
But before the students have completed, they will 
have discerned the ending. “-k” implies the plural 
for the animate class of words; that the stem for “cat” 
is only “-posithi-’, and all the rest classifies in various 
ways the possession by the so-called third person. 

This is a part of the practical way in which, during 
the ninth session of the Summer Institute of Lin- 
guistics held at the University of Oklahoma, 130 mis- 
sionaries and missionary candidates have been learn- 
ing to deal with language problems by actual practice 
in the Oto, Kiowa, and Shawnee tongues. This 
summer from June 3 to August 18, the group at 
Camp Wycliffe was more than twice as large as ever 
before, with students coming from thirty-two states 
and more than a dozen foreign countries, and repre- 
senting some twenty different denominational and 
mission board affiliations. 

It is all too easy for people to assume that abo- 
rigines, who have simple cultures, must necessarily 
have simple languages. Untrained missionaries are 
accordingly rather shocked to find languages with 
as many as fifty or sixty significant and complicated 
sounds. One such missionary had to spend five years 
before he could indicate in his speech the difference 
between the words for “our pigs” and “fire” in one 
of the Mayan tongues. In the Mazateca language 
the only difference between “boy,” “fish,” and 
“round,” is an almost imperceptible “h,” which can 
hardly be noticed by an untrained ear. But, far 
more complicated than the phonetic structure, are 
the problems of the grammar in the so-called primi- 


A Camp Wycliffe student (right) writing down words in 
the Oto language as they are spoken by two Indians 
born into that tongue 


Professors Pike and Nida collaborating on a linguistic problem in language analysis 


tive languages. In the Aztec language, for example, 
there is the word “tikinkechpatsmiktiskiah,” mean- 
ing “‘we would choke them to death.” Many of these 
so-called aboriginal languages may have as high as 
50,000 different forms for a verb. 

The Summer Institute of Linguistics attempts to 
prepare missionaries for just such phonetic and 
grammatical problems. In courses which are com- 
pletely accredited by the University of Oklahoma, 
one studies in phonetics at least 2,000 different 
sounds, and their scientific classification. A course 
in phonemics prepares one to make a scientific 
alphabet; while the work in morphology and syntax 
deals with all the intricate possibilities that exist in 
the grammar of all types of languages. 

While the change of location for Camp Wycliffe 
from the hills of the Ozarks to the university campus 
has brought quite a change in the material set-up 
and appearance of the institute, the association with 
the university has made possible many improvements 
in the summer’s program. The facilities of a fine 
library have proved indispensable for so large a group 
with so many specialized language interests. By 
invitation of the University of Oklahoma, the Sum- 
mer Institute of Linguistics will return to the campus 
for the 1943 summer school. 

But the academic program is not the only one 
for Camp Wycliffe. “All work and no play” is quite 
impossible with a schedule that requires at least an 
hour’s recreation a day; and that is not hard to do 
with tournaments of volley ball, ping-pong, baseball, 
basketball, tennis, and particularly swimming in the 
fine pool on the campus. 

However, one of the most significant features of 
the program in this unique school is the spiritual 
life, which centers around two devotional periods 
each day. At one of these one of the students or staft 
brings a soul-stirring message; and at the other the 
group unites in petition to God on behalf of the 
millions throughout the world who as yet have re- 
ceived nothing of the Word of God in a language 
which they can understand. 
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When Every Man Is His Own Chaplain 


“A steel helmeted marine, his head 
against a machine gun, reading care- 
fully page after page of the Bible.” 


HE above was a vignette reported by a news- 

paperman as he hurriedly toured Bataan before 

its fall. Except for the dramatic situation, such 
a personal reading of the Scriptures can be seen 
everywhere that soldiers meet. 

The men in the armed forces are the greatest read- 
ing group in the world. These men in uniform read 
everything and anything. Along with whatever else 
they read, they read the Scriptures. 

“But do people read the Bible?” is the question 
which Bible Society Secretaries are asked when they 
speak of the wide distribution of the Word. Chap- 
lains can answer the question in the affirmative 
when asked, “But do the men read these ‘Testa- 
ments?” Of course, they read them! A soldier or 
sailor learns to leave behind him, when he goes on 
maneuvers and into foreign service, everything which 
he knows he will not need or use. But the men take 
along their Testaments, frequently carrying them in 
their pockets, where they will be available for “spot” 
reading during the few “breaks” which occur in the 
busy day. A good soldier learns to take advantage of 
all such “‘breaks” to do those things for which no 
definite time is given. Scripture reading is a habit 
which can be fitted into the “breaks.” 

Our wise government has provided well-equipped 
chapels and trained chaplains to minister to service 
men. The story of that ministry is one of the most 
thrilling that is being written in these sacrificial 
times. It is becoming familiar to civilians as, in camp 
after camp, soldiers and sailors continue or begin 
anew their worship and God-seeking habits. In the 
field and aboard ship, the chaplains continue this 
significant ministry. 

But, what of the lonely day or dark night when 
every man is his own chaplain? Aside from the de- 
sire to worship and the yearning for divine com- 
panionship, what has he to direct his thought? 

The Army is providing some Scriptures for soldiers 
of each of the three major faiths,—Protestant, Catho- 
lic, and Hebrew. This is an official recognition that 
when a doughboy or bluejacket or a marine is far 
from his unit, out of touch with the services of his 
chaplain, “on his lone own,” he must have a spiritual 
source of first aid to sustain him. The Testaments, 
however, must be supplemented by an additional 
supply from the churches and people of America. 
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This has been done by the American Bible Society, 
and must continue to be done if the need of a man 
who becomes his own chaplain is to be met. 

When the chaplain leaves a Testament beside a 
hospital bed, he will return to discover the recuperat- 
ing soldier reading for himself the passages which 
he may have “loved long since and lost awhile.” 
In the guardhouse and stockade, prisoners, jarred by 
the serious reality of their present situation, read the 
Scriptures. It is not uncommon to see soldiers read 
briefly from their Testaments during a rest period on 
a long hike. ‘Testaments open in the triangular 
“doors” of pup tents at the evening bivouac, to be 
read before the daylight fails. The Scriptures be- 
come an available source of encouragement in the 
solitary life of the outpost radio squad on a tropical 
island. Like small stars twinkling on one by one 


Religion plays an important part in the soldier's life 


until there are thousands visible, so do the Testa- 
ments issued by the government and given by loving 
friends flash daily light into individual lives of serv- 
ice men all over our war-darkened world. 

“Every Man’s Book” is the ever-ready companion 
of every man who must become his own spiritual 
guide, his own personal pastor, his own chaplain. 

The Testament published by the American Bible 
Society, with the full King James New Testament 
and the more familiar of the Psalms, with helpful 
hints concerning the location of the great passages 
which minister to critical needs, with the few noble 
hymns of the church and a handful of direct and 
guiding prayers,—this ‘Testament makes an ideal 
pocket book for the time when every man is his own 
chaplain. 
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“This We Can Understand” 


A translator here tells of the Pentecostal joy come to his native helpers as 
they heard in their own tongue how Christ came to save them 


By Newberry B. Cox 


mala, live a million and a half Spanish-speaking 
people and one million eight hundred thousand 
Indians. Eighteen different dialects are spoken 
among these Indians, and at present the whole New 
Testament has been printed in only two of these. A 
portion of the New Testament has been printed in 
two more dialects; and now the Gospel of St. John 
is about to come from the Bible Society’s press. 
The Conob Indians live in the department of Hue- 
huetenango in the northwestern part of Guatemala. 


Joma two doors from home, in the land of Guate- 


They do not look like linguists, but they are the com- 
mittee who, with Mr. and Mrs. Cox, prepared the transla- 
tion of John’s Gospel in Conob 


To reach them, one must travel on foot or horse- 
back. ‘They live in small huts with grass roofs and 
dirt floors. ‘Their main food is tortillas and black 
beans. They plant their crops on their own or bor- 
rowed patches of ground, and serve as peons on the 
plantations. Many of them are very poor and suffer 
from tropical diseases. It may be hard to believe 
that, in a place so close to the United States, life and 
customs could be so primitive. 

The national religion is Roman Catholic, and the 
Indian pays allegiance to Rome; but his Catholicism 
is superimposed upon the religious beliefs and cus- 
toms that prevailed in these lands before the Spanish 
conquest. He is far better versed in these supersti- 
tions than in anything that might be called Christian. 

Few of these Indians have learned the official 
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Spanish language, and fewer can read it. There is 
no Indian literature—no ancient manuscripts, no dic- 
tionaries, no grammars, no magazines, no newspapers, 
—nothing. When the writer and his wife, who be- 
long to the Central American Mission, began work- 
ing among these Indians, they had to work from the 
ground up: building a vocabulary; learning to recog- 
nize sounds different from those of English or Span- 
ish; choosing the alphabet to include these sounds; 
filing each word, thus building a dictionary; and 
discovering the grammatical rules underlying the 
structure of the language. All of these facts had to 
be gleaned from those who knew nothing about 
grammar. It has proved to be a fascinating study; 
and the language, a very reasonable, rich, and a 
beautiful one indeed. 

The Lord gave the missionaries a fine Indian 
Christian, whom they trained as a translator, and 
who has translated over half the New Testament, 
much of which has been corrected by the missionaries. 
After correcting the fourth chapter of St. John, 
Mateo, the translator, was rereading it to himself. 
He looked up, laughing, and, with tears of joy well- 
ing up, exclaimed, ‘““Now this we can understand! 
Oh, how good to have this in our own tongue!” 

As the different towns where the same dialect is 
spoken, have differences in their modes of expres- 
sion, it was necessary to call in Christian Indians 
from several villages, who worked with the mission- 
aries and the translator to prepare the Gospel of 
St. John for publication. When going over it with 
this group, in a number of passages, but especially 
when working on the nineteenth chapter of St. John, 
one dear old believer exclaimed reverently, “Oh, how 
He did suffer!” It had never come home to him 
before. Later, while reading the proof, Mateo looked 
up repeatedly to exclaim, “Oh! how good it is to 
read it as clearly as this!” 

Our prayer now is that, as this book reaches the 
hands of these Indians, the life-giving Word may 
indeed reach many hearts impossible of access save 
through this,—their native tongue,—and that they 
may come unto Him, that they may have life and 
have it more abundantly. There are about five hun- 
dred Indian believers in this field now. The im- 
mediate task is to teach them to read. Then, with 
this Gospel in their hands, as well as in their hearts, 
may Our Lord use it to greatly multiply that number. 
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Alberto Franco 


A present-day reenactment of the story told in Luke 17: 11-19 


By S. S. Feldmann 


E read depress- 

ing news of the 

systematic __ ef- 
forts to eradicate the 
Christian religion in the 
conquered sections of 
the Philippine Islands. 
The external evidences 
of the Christian church 
are its most vulnerable 
parts. It is far more difh- 
cult to destroy the deeper 
elements that live secure 
in trusting hearts. We 
may be sure that there are 
still many faithful be- 
lievers in the Philippines 
like Alberto Franco, 
whose faith, unscathed 
by the curse of leprosy, 
not only eventually con- 
tributed to his perma- 
nent cure, but made his 
presence indispensable to the successful pursuit of 
the healing of the inmates in the leprosarium. 

When I first met Alberto Franco, he had but 
recently returned from America, where he had gone 
for his theological training. He was then preach- 
ing as an evangelist, and selling Bibles on the side 
as colporteur for the Philippines Agency of the 
American Bible Society. 

He continued his work as evangelist, and later be- 
came pastor of the La Paz Baptist Church. While 
engaged in this work, he married and founded his 
home, his wife being a graduate nurse from the 
Iloilo mission hospital. 

Some time after the marriage, when two children 
had come into the home, Franco developed leprosy. 
He was sent to the government leprosarium at Santa 
Barbara, located several miles outside of the city of 
Iloilo. He accepted his affliction as a call to minister 
to the lepers, and at once started out upon his new 
work. Because he organized the patients in the 
leprosarium, and, through his own radiant Christian 
spirit, imparted to them new hope and life, the ad- 
ministration of the leprosarium took great interest 
in him, and cooperated with him in various projects 
he undertook for the welfare of the patients there. 
Among these projects were poultry, hog raising, and 
vegetable gardens, whereby the patients not only 


Alberto Franco 
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raised their own food, but were given an interest in 
something outside of themselves,—all of this was 
immediately reflected in an improvement in their 
own physical well-being and in an increased response 
to the treatment they were receiving. Through all 
this time Alberto kept on preaching. He organized 
Bible Classes, classes in first aid, in sanitation and 
hygiene, and in good government. Before long he 
succeeded in having a chapel built within the lepro- 
sarium grounds. 

Several years ago, repeated tests indicated that in 
Alberto’s case the disease had been overcome. Re- 
peated tests showed negative reaction. The doctor 
in charge of the leprosarium, however, refused to 
give Alberto his release, He said that Alberto’s in- 
fluence on the other patients in the leprosarium was 
such, that it was considered extremely desirable that 
he remain with them. At the time we left the islands, 
in 1940, Alberto was still an inmate of the institu- 
tion, his reactions to tests remaining negative. He 
was permitted to spend several days a week with his 
family, but no release had yet been granted him 
owing to the insistence of the doctor in charge in 
keeping him because of his influence in the lepro- 
sarium. 


(Continued from inside front cover) 


We who are Christians in this land and seeking per- 
sonally to reach these Italians will value much the prayers 
of God’s children in the States, with whom you are in 
touch, for the work and witness and the salvation of these 
people to whom the Scriptures are taken. I thankfully 
acknowledge your help in the matter of these Scriptures. 


Three Cheers! 


HE war, with its consequent prevention of importa- 
tion of books from England, has created a dearth of 
Greek New Testaments for theological and other Bible 
students in this country. To meet the needs, the Publica- 
tion Committee of the American Bible Society has author- 
ized the reproduction by photography of the Nestle trans- 
lation, long popular in all the theological seminaries of 
the country. One grateful professor wrote: 
“Congratulations on the Greek Testament. I didn’t 
really think it could be done, but you have succeeded! I 
am so glad you chose the 1936 Nestle Version—that is the 
best edition available. As one among many teachers of 
the New Testament, I want to thank you for this great 
service, only your latest among many, to scholars and 
students of the New Testament. ‘Three cheers for the 
American Bible Society!” 
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Watch Your Scripture Reading 


HIS is the theme for Bible Sunday in 1942, 
which will be celebrated in most churches on 
December 13, and by others, particularly those 
that follow the ecclesiastical calendar, on December 6. 

As in former years, the Bible Society is mailing 
to Over 120,000 pastors in 55 denominations a packet 
of materials designed to aid in the observance of the 
day. The packet contains a copy of a beautiful'poster 
produced in six colors, which is very inadequately 
pictured on this page; a twelve-page brochure en- 
titled “Attend to Your Reading” by Dr. Elmer G. 
Homrighausen, professor of Christian education at 
Princeton Theological Seminary; a sample respon- 
sive reading, which the Society will furnish in reason- 
able quantities for use in worship services on Bible 
Sunday: and an order blank listing the other mate- 
rials which the Society supplies either free, or for 
slight cost covering handling and postage. Listed 
also are the Society’s aids to visual education includ- 
ing a new vocafilm lecture and a motion picture with 
sound accompaniment. 

As formerly, the celebration will be endorsed by 
the President of the United States and by the gov- 
ernors of the several states. Libraries, schools, and 
bookstores will feature the Bible; and a nation-wide 
radio program, both on the networks and over local 
stations, will be heard during the week beginning 
December 6. 

The American people are at present more inter- 
ested in Bible reading than at any time in many years. 
This is evidenced by the number of new forms in 
which the English Bible is appearing, by the mount- 
ing sales of Bibles in bookstores, and the greatly in- 
creased interest revealed in the mail addressed to the 
Bible House. The war, of course, largely accounts 
for this, though it has been gradually growing for 
several years. 

For most people, successful Bible reading calls 
for guidance. It is the hope of the Society’s officers 


Conference of 


E wish all our readers might have been 
privileged to look in on the three-day con- 
ference of the Society’s workers in the United 
States, who were together at the Bible House, Sep- 
tember 14-16, 1942. Never was one of these biennial 
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that every church will seize upon Bible Sunday in 
1942 as an opportunity to begin some type of pro- 
gram that shall encourage its people through the rest 
of their lives to be regular, devoted, prayerful daily 
readers of God’s Word. 

To pastors and others who desire the use of the 
Society's visual aids, may we emphasize the im- 
portance of placing orders early; for as yet the 
Society has not been able to stock enough copies 
of this expensive equipment to meet the anticipated 
demand. By another year, it is expected that a more 
ample supply will be available. 


Home Workers 


conferences held in the presence of a greater need or 
a greater opportunity. It was the largest such gather- 
ing in the long series. Every District Secretary, in- 
cluding Rev. T. T. Holloway recently appointed 
Associate Secretary of the Southwestern District, was 
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present; and every Division Secretary of the Haven 
Agency for Colored People, including Secretary G. A. 
Hobart Sheppard, who began his work with the 
Dallas Division on January 1, 1941, just after the last 
Bible House Conference was held. The fellowship 
this year was enriched by the presence of Secretary 
James Innes of the West Indies Agency, who during 
these perilous times is making his residence in At- 
lanta, Georgia; and Dr. Ralph Mortensen, of Han- 
kow, China, who has since accepted the Society’s 
invitation to become Secretary of the China Agency. 
Dr. Mortensen had just arrived from China on 
August 25 on the S.S. Gripsholm. Also present were 
the secretaries of the New England Bible Societies, 
the secretary of the New York Bible Society, and the 
field representatives of the American Bible Society, 
Rev. E. H. Bookmyer of Philadelphia ;Rev. William 
L. Darby of Washington, D.C.; Rev. Harold Dickins 
of Rochester, New York; Mr. David M. Howell of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and Mr. Harry Jaeger, 
who is doing special work for the Society in the mili- 
tary camps. 

Frank H. Mann, General Secretary Elect, whose 
duties, since he began his work on October 1, include 
the supervision of the work in the United States, was 
present throughout the sessions. One of the pleasant 
innovations, in view of the presence of Mr. Mann 
and many others who have recently joined the secre- 
tarial and field group and the staff at the Bible House, 
was a half hour of introductions all around at the 


Tuesday morning session of the conference with 
about one hundred persons present. 

The conference opened with two brief addresses 
designed to give the setting for all the subsequent 
deliberations. The first, on “Christianity in the 
World Crisis,” was given by Dr. A. L. Warnshuis, 
general secretary of the International Missionary 
Council and a member of the Society’s Foreign Agen- 
cies Committee. The other was by Secretary North 
on “The Bible in the World Crisis.” 

The mornings, luncheon hours, and afternoons 
were devoted solidly to discussions of the problems 
involved in the conduct of the Society’s rapidly en- 
larging war emergency campaign, in its program of 
publication and the management of its five deposi- 
tories, in distribution, publicity, and production of 
income. One whole afternoon was given to the 
study of the promotion of more widespread Bible 
reading, which is the theme this year for Universal 
Bible Sunday. 

The three days of concerted study and conference 
closed with a fellowship dinner, from which the men 
returned to their tasks with a new sense of solidarity 
and common purpose that is sure to register in the 
more effective administration of their work—work 
which, in the end, is that more people in the United 
States shall have the Bible placed in their hands 
together with an urge to intelligent reading of its 
sacred pages of comfort, guidance, and spiritual 
strength. 


THE CONFERENCE OF SECRETARIES 


From Lert To RicHt—front row: Treasurer Darlington, I. $. McElroy, Jr., James Innes, Thomas T. Holloway, Edwin 
H. Bookmyer, Robert T. Taylor, G. B. Cameron, George G. Dilworth, F. K. Singiser, G. A. Hobart Sheppard, R. W. 
Bayless, Harold Dickins, William L. Darby. 
Back row: David M. Howell, Edward A. Dame, S. R. McCurdy, B. H. Smith, Secretary Boyd, Frank W. Langham, 
Harry A. Jaeger. Secretary Betts, Hammond I. Peterson, Secretary Stifler, V. C. Hodges, Henry H. Ragatz, J. S. N. 
Tross, E. C. Powers, Secretary Mann, Ralph Mortensen, Secretary North. 
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On Maneuvers 
ROM Fort Benning, Georgia, 
Chaplain Elbert L. Atkinson 
writes in response to the receipt of 
a shipment of the Society’s Army 
‘Testaments: 


The men are eager to receive New 
Testaments. During maneuvers we 
carried on our task under conditions 
simulating actual war. Our services 
were conducted under the cover of a 
tree and its adjoining trees out in the 
open air. I spoke to two battalions 
‘one Sunday in Carolina. We had 
two hundred and fifty men in one 
battalion and about eighty men from 
the other. That Sunday I distributed 
about three hundred of the Testa- 


ments you sent me. 

The men reached forth to get their 
copies, and within five minutes three 
hundred were gone, many of which I 
was asked to autograph personally. 


Editorial Comment 


“Every Man’s Book” 
ECRETARY Stifler’s fifth an- 
nual series of Blue Network 

broadcasts continues every Thurs- 

day through Thanksgiving Day. 

The remaining topics are—Novem- 

ber 5, Hungry Hearts; November 

12, A Crack in the Door; Novem- 

ber 19, Is the Bible Going Mod- 

ern?; and November 26, Thank 

God for the Bible (Thanksgiving). 


Tank Destroyer Corps 

HAPLAIN Elbert L. Atkinson 

of Fort Benning, Georgia, to 
whom the Society has sent ship- 
ments of Army ‘Testaments, con- 
tributes the accompanying picture 
where he is seen handing a soldier 
one of the Testaments. The men 
belong to a tank destroyer corps. 
The band instrument is used in 
conducting services in the field, 
and the truck just behind the men 
serves as a field pulpit. There has 
yet to be found any group of men 
on maneuvers who do not enjoy 
the worship interludes in their 
strenuous program. 


NG the August meeting of the 
Board of Managers which 
elected Mr. Frank H. Mann a Gen- 
eral Secretary, Mr. Rome A. Betts, 
who for the past five years has 
served as “Associate Secretary,” was 
also elected a General Secretary, 
and Dr. James Oscar Boyd’s title 
was changed from Associate Secre- 
tary to “Secretary for Versions.” At 
this same Board meeting it was 
made clear that Genera] Secretary 
Frederick W. Cropp, now on leave 
as a chaplain in the U.S. Army, at 
present stationed at Fort McPher- 
son, Georgia, was not to be re- 
placed by any of these new appoint- 
ments. 


From the Mail Bag 
RATEFUL users of the So- 
ciety’s “Read the Bible Seals” 
contribute continually to the mail 
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received at the Bible House. The 
editors regret that lack of space 
prohibits the publication of many 
of them. One most unusual letter 
merits this brief portion of the 
column. ‘Two friends in Wiscon- 
sin write: 


We, two servants in two different 
homes, wish to enclose two dollars to 
pay for two sheets of stamps that have 
been mailed to these homes. ‘They 
were thrown into the wastebasket. 
We have used the stamps, and wish to 
pay for them. 


September Meeting of the Board 


HE fifth stated meeting of the 
Board of Managers of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society in its one hundred 
and twenty-seventh year was held at 
the Bible House, Park Avenue and 
57th Street, New York City, on Thurs- 
day, September 3, 1942, at 3:30 p.m., 
Mr. Arlando Marine in the chair. 
Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Edward H. Hume, M.D. 
The minutes of the: fourth stated 
meeting of the year were approved. 
The arrival in New York on the S.S. 
Gripsholm of Secretary Franklin of 
the Thailand Agency was reported. 
The minutes of the various stand- 
ing committees were presented, and 
their recommendations adopted. 
The following consignments to the 
Foreign Agencies were reported: 


January Volumes Value 

Latin America 123,026 $5,594.74 
February 

Latin America 252,953 8,635.94 
March 

Latin America 15,215 5,646.56 
April 

Latin America 735 191.79 
May 

Latin America 154,566 7,081.30 
June 

Latin America 479,395 9,146.24 
July 

Latin America 100,087 1,136.72 

Near East 1,000 497.03 


The issues from the Bible House 
during the month of January were 
654,978 volumes; February, 504,069 
volumes; March, 566,586 volumes; 
April, 503,930 volumes; May, 1,074,- 
607 volumes; June, 893,849 volumes; 
and July, 954,866 volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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Edward H. Hume, M.D. 
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